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A giant with lucrative niche

BY MARLIZE VAN ROMBURGH
Staff Writer

For the Marquis family, coastal California means
business.

They own Invest West Financial Corp., a real estate
investment firm with $500 million in assets, and Pacifica
Hotel Co., a hotel management firm that operates hotels
from San Diego to San Francisco. The two companies
employ almost 1,000 people between them and came in
as one of the Tri-Counties’ fastest-growing companies
in 2009, with 31.3 percent revenue growth from 2006 to
2008, when it pulled in $84.5 million.

“We’re staying in a great niche with coastal California
hotel properties. It’s the first three rules of real estate:
location, location, location,” said Matt Marquis, son of
Invest West founder Dale Marquis, who started the com-
pany in 1970.

Matt Marquis joined the family team in 1996, after
working at Investcorp International, a leveraged buyout
firm on Wall Street and at Dean Witter Realty, where he
was a financial analyst and associate in its investment
banking group.

Pacifica Hotel Co. was formed in January of 1995 as
a way for Invest West to consolidate its hotel operations.
In 2000, father and son acquired 100 percent interest
in Pacifica Hotel Co. — which operates Pacifica Suites
in Santa Barbara, the Holiday Inn Express in San Luis
Obispo and the Spyglass Inn in Pismo Beach, along with
a handful of other tri-county hotels — from their part-
ners. Today the family empire includes a portfolio of re-
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tail, residential and 23 hotel properties.

Adam Marquis, Matt’s younger brother, joined Invest
West in 2010 and is responsible for asset management.
Prior to joining the family firm, he worked for PKF Con-
sulting, one of the most well-known hotel and hospitality
forecasting companies in California.

Ask anybody in the real estate world what the past
three years have been like, and they’ll tell you things
were tough. But Matt Marquis said his family has made
it work. “We’ve been able to hold on to every property
and we had a great fourth quarter with our hotel proper-
ties,” he said.

One reason the family is so clued in to the local real
estate market may be its community involvement. In-
vest West and the Marquises have donated to numerous
nonprofits in the area over the past few years, including
Unity Shoppe, the Santa Barbara Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, local schools, the Center for Alcohol and Drug
Abuse and Boy Scouts of America. “Our family has al-
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The Invest West Financial Corp. team: Founder Dale
Marquis, seated, and sons Matt, left, and Adam.

ways had a philosophy of giving back to the community,”
Marquis said. “It’s good karma.”

As for the business side of things, the Marquis fam-
ily knows a good thing when it has it. “We’re being pa-
tient and waiting for the right deals. We have the revenue
stream,” Matt Marquis said. “Unlike some other firms,
we don’t have to do deals to stay in business. We feel like
we have a great stable of investments that allow us to be
very conservative.”




